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INSTEAD OF A CONCLUSION

The subject of culture in transition countries, which provides a unifying
platform for particular essays to be included in this monograph with
regard to cultural transition processes, is very relevant today in terms
of the increased interest in it on a global level, taking into account the
political, economic and cultural changes in 21st century social life.

Therefore, two teams of cultural researchers from Macedonia
and Slovakia have decided to present their individual and original
approaches towards the central theme. The transition is generally
treated as a complex series of numerous interrelated dimensions based
on similar or related circumstances and conditions that have been
surveyed both in Macedonia and in Slovakia, including economic
liberalism and market transformation, multipartism, democratic
freedoms, intellectual freedom, right to cultural diversity and cultural
identity etc.

Consequently, the term “transition” may be treated as a
comprehensive process of the cultural transformation of society. And
for that reason cultural transition has been quite a frequent topic
of discussion on a global level, which accelerates and reconstructs
the exchange of cultural values and cultural identities. In modern
conditions of transition, we become aware of the dynamic, variable
and different nature of the concept of culture, especially in terms of its
recognition as a broad social process.

This aspect of cultural perception raises the following question:
How do we deal with the number, treatment and variability of
cultural forms today? All these circumstances that have been imposed

by cultural transition processes have brought up numerous issues
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for the contributors to this monograph regarding topics related to
the restructuring of cultural values, cultural product placement
on the market, open communication of cultural values, expansion
of multiculturalism and interculturalism, redefinition of cultural
identities, segregation issues and elaboration of topics in the field of
cultural production changes related to literature, cultural heritage, or
art in general, etc.

We believe that the findings presented in this monograph will
contribute to a more intensive and more accessible communication
between different cultures, especially between individuals from
Macedonian and Slovak cultural backgrounds. It is evident that there is
a wide range of topics that can be articulated depending on the specific
sociocultural contexts and individualities of the authors.

Thus, the present monograph is a result of an interidisciplinary
research and international collaboration. Attention was given to
illuminating the importance of discussing transition and cultural
transition within historical and cultural movements.

In conclusion we can say that the present monograph, as a whole
and its chapters as well, represents a devoted insight into the selected
phenomena of cultural transition. It is anticipated that related cross-
context research projects will develop. The authors believe the book
proves to be a stimulating and enriching text that will enable readers to

explore and share different perspectives that motivate further research.

Maja Jakimovska-Toshikj

Katarina Gaba$ova
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